The 8th Annual

=" Caring for Babies Forum
C 9 Learning Through Play

In collaboration with many community partners, the Child Care Resource Center, Inc. (CCRC)
Annual Caring for Babies Forum on March 14, 20GthgArdenyng and networking event for Camb
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Somerville parents, family members, and professional caregivers of children ages 0 to 3, the Forum was

the Peabody School in North Cambridge and attracteq-265- —
participants; a more than 25% increase over 2008. | Caring for Babies in Numbers

The goal of the Caring for Babies Forum is to give parnents@ngpriicipanteceived 615 hours of trai

professional early childhood caregivers the informationangore thaa? staff and voluntedfrom over

training they need to provide the best care for children ages community agencies

0 to 3. Research shows that the attention and stimula ioan:l . ke ncludi

child receives in the first three years of life are critical 3 hé%fﬁc'pams "y anhguagemciuding
y

development and future learning. The Caring for Babi¢s @@?ﬁ
aims to improve the quality of care for infants and toddlers
providing training on a wide variety of topics. This year paétitsityof those who provided data we
and caregivers gave the event overwhelmingly positive rafifgscom«56%).

99% rated the event good to excellent on evaluations.| s Participants includedfamily child care
Learning ThroughRlag s t hi s year 6s | thogdwet3 ey aildpogdriepcheangd
learned about creating opportunities for infants, toddlgrs, @ri95 parents and grandparents

ning.

ish, Haitian Creole, Spanish, Banglg, Urdu,
r@se, Pashto, Amharic, and Portugugse.
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older children to enjoy free, imaginative play to nurture-their

emotional and intellectual development. Cambridge Mayor E. Denise Simmons welcomed the participan

Marcia Farris, Executive Director of the Mass Association for the Education of Young Children

, set the tol

keynote talk about how children, from infancy, need to play in order to build their brains and begin to und
the world. The presentation was well received, with 94% of respondents saying that the information was

well presented, and easily understood.

childrendés health, i ter
including several workshops in Spanish, Portuguese,

their social and physical growth; and how talking and
books, in any | anguage,

improve the quality of care they provide.

Somerville residents and child care providers through

support for this yearos

The Forum featured 22 workshops on issues related to young

acy,
and

Haitian Creole. Parents and caregivers learned about using sigt
language with babies; caring for picky eaters and tantrum
throwing toddlers; practicing strdastion exercises; using

arts and crafts projects that appeal to little ones and support

looking at
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success in school. Overall, 87% said their knowledge of childre
age @8 increased and 95% said the Forum would help them

The Caring for Babies Forum is free for all Cambridge and

the

support of agency partners and corporate donors. Financial

event

Children, Cambridge Community Foundation, Cambridge Dept.

Proud parents spend a moment with theiof Human Service Programs, Cambridge Police Department,
child between workshops. Cambridge Trust Company, Child Care Resource Center,

Harvard University, Network Health, and Wheelock College.
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A young participant helps out in the extremely interpctive

Sign to Me, Sing towtgkshop!

Young participants enjoy the child carelroom
while their parents attend workshop
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What 2009 attendees said about Caring for Babies:

*

*

"7KH

Parents and providers participate in-¢ Eiatkd aklt workshop.

IRUXP DGGUHVVHV VR PDQ\ GD\ WR GD\ LVVXHV WKD\
KHOSIXO DQG LQFUHDVHY RQH-V NQRZOHGJH u

"7KH SUHVHQWHU UHDOO\ NQHZ KHU VWXII 6KH KDG H[FH
"7TKH ZKROH H[SHULHQFH ZDV SRVLWLYH u

", HQMR\HG WKH JXHVW VSHDNHU DQG WKH ZRUNVKRSV 7]
LQIRUPDWLRQ WR P\ FHQWHU

"7TKH ZKROH IRUXP ZDV¥ YHQMROMGHBRREFMWQIWR WKLV IRUXP

Caring for Babies Co - Sponsors

Organizing Committee:

Agenda for Children Literacy Initiative
Cambridge Housing Authority
Cambridge Public Library

Center for Families

Child Care Resource Center
Somerville Early Childhood Support Program|

Funding and Hind Support from:
Agenda for Children Literacy Initiative
Cambridge Community Foundation
Cambridge Dept. of Human Service Programis
Cambridge Police Department
Cambridge Public Schools
Cambridge Trust Company
Child Care Resource Center
Harvard University
Massachusetts Childrjent
Multilingual Action Council
Network Health

Wheelock College
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Child Care Resource Center, Inc. - 130 Bishop Allen Drive - Cambridge, MA -G217396%1 wwww.ccrcinc.org



